SMALL GROUP MINISTRY

Small groups are about connection.
These groups of between 6 to 12 people
exist to connect people to each other, to
the world as awhole and to the meaning
of their own lives. Consequently, we
seek to:

Get to know one another through
sharing our various perspectives
and stories.

Connect and integrate our
worldviews in ways that
make a practical differencein
our lives.

Develop as human beingsto
more deeply realize our re-
markable potentia asindi-
viduals and as a community.

Make a differencein our
church community and the
community beyond our
church.

Provide a place of warm ac-
ceptance for people exploring
whether our community is
the right place for them.

OTHERSARE TALKING....

“People come to our churches to be lifted

out of the ordinary, to be drawn up from

the mundane and to seek relief from the CHALICE CI RCLES
omnipresent materialism of our culture.”

Rev. Bob Hill, UUA Southwestern Dis-

trict SMALL GROUP MINISTRY AT WUUC

“Small Groups are places where we can tell
our stories and hear the stories of oth-
ers....” Carl F. George

“Small group ministry is aforum for deep-
ening peopl€ s spirituality and faith. The
reason we have so many in seminariesis
because seminary is often the only real op-
tion we have given anybody for deepening
their faith. Small Groups allow peopleto
‘grow their soul’ while maintaining their
professiond life.” Rev. Brent Smith

OUR CHURCH IS SAYING...

“Our small group last year provided just
what | needed to give me a deeper sense of
connection to our church —achanceto talk
with and get to know a group of people better
than when | only attend Sunday services.”
Lori McConnéll

Connecting with Each Other
Connecting with the World
Connecting with the M eaning of our Lives

“Small groups have been ajoyous way for
me to connect with people, learn about
them and also deepen my own thinking
about my life” Matt Wesley

“Small group ministry isakey to our minis-
try as achurch, in terms of not only our
building community but also in reaching out
to the broader world. | encourage everyone
to think seriously about participating in a
Chalice Circle” Rev. Alex Holt



QZ When do small groups meet?

A Almost al of our Chalice Circles
meet on Friday or Saturday night once a

month for a potluck dinner and the small
group experience.

/ Q: What istheformat
for the small group ex-
/ perienceitself?

‘ A: All small groups

Y follow asimilar format.
We typically begin with

atime of centering, then “check-in” to
share what isgoing onin our lives, and
then discuss a specific topic. While
some groups may start with ameal, the
discussion lasts for an hour and a half
and starts promptly at 7:30.

Q: What isthe time commitment?

A Chalice Circleslast for 4 months.
We ask that people try to cometo all of
the meetings once they join the group,
but at the end of the four months people
have the choice to remain with the
group or shift to another group.

Q: Are groupsopen or closed?

A The Chalice Circles are designed to
allow new peopletojoin. If agroup gets
too large, it splits at the next quarter. In
fact, we always encourage the facilitators
to leave one chair empty to symbolize wel-

Q: 1 am new to the church. Should |
comeeven if | am only checking it out?

A’ Yes Wewelcome you even if you
only come to one meeting. Itisanideal
way to both see if you connect with us as
people and to get a better idea of who we
are, what we think and what we commit to
dointheworld. You will find usadiverse
group, but you will make new friends and
gain insight as to whether this community
is, in fact, for you.

Q: | have been at WUUC for awhile,
and have thought about joining a small
group, Should I sign-up?

A Yes Thisisaprimary initiative of
the church designed to enable personal de-
velopment, greater community through in-
terpersonal connections, deeper service to
others and an opportunity to form the new
relationships that make being a part of
WUUC so rewarding.

Q: Isthereanything else | should know?

A: The expertstell usthat small group
ministry isonly successful if there is a compo-
nent of service —small groups have to be
about not only “bonding” to each other but

We have new small groups forming when-
ever six people express interest in starting a
new one. If you don’t want to wait, we will
get you connected with an ongoing group.

Tojoinin, you can:

1
2.

3.

Sign up in the foyer on Sunday, or

Go to the website www.wuuc.org and
sign up on the small group page, or

Send an email asking to become chalice
circle member to sgm@wuuc.org, or

Call or email the church office and ask to
be added to thelist.
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